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her apartment, he must have noticed the sudden change
in her appearance. She panted for breath, her pupils
became dilated, and her eyes were fixed in a glassy
stare. By the time Durrant had closed and bolted
behind him the door leading from the %enana to the
Maharaja's apartments, the Princess was in a state of
profound collapse and insensible. When the curtain
was withdrawn, Olga was the first to realize what had
occurred. Because of the Rani's knowledge of the sale
of the Ghanapur diamonds, and of the Raja's fear of the
trouble his wife intended to create, she had been mur-
dered by Durrant. This was not Qlga's first acquain-
tance with death, She had witnessed Madame
Mociusko's last agony, which, although protracted,
much resembled that of the Rani. Olga had had much
experience of human suffering and death when a maid in
the war hospital at Tannenkop. She knew that the
Princess's end was at hand, and communicated her
suspicions to Bai. " Her Highness has been poisoned I"
she exclaimed. " It was Durrant Sahib9 not the Doctor
Sahib, who was here this afternoon/'
" But I myself saw the Doctor Sahib a minute ago. I
was in the veranda when the Doctor Sahib drove through
the courtyard. His car was open, and I saw him distinctly
through the veranda lattice."
"Fm certain Fm right," replied Olga, " Durrani
Sahib knows that I recognized him."
They turned again to the dying woman, whose
breathing, by this time, had almost ceased.
" God 1" they exclaimed together. " Her Highnesi
is dead 1"
The cry was taken up by all the women servants, anc
the soldier guards at the entrance of the %enana wing
apprehensive of serious trouble, rushed up the stairs the;
were forbidden to ascend, in order to quell what the;
thought to be a serious disturbance. One glance at th
corpse was sufficient to explain the wailing. They ra;